to the creation of a novel technical vocabulary containing such terms as " ondulatory cinetics " and .. alternate current". The reviewer read determinedly as far as the following passage on p. 25 : .. Absurd as it may seem, equilibration is a consequence of a precise orientative ordinance : in fact, it is through the abandon of the tricoordonometric plan, with which the structure of the posterior labyrinth makes known to us the points of equilibrium possible around our axis of sustentation, that we .. lose our equilibrium" ....". Thence, no doubt as a result of the successive impact of absurd, abandon, and loss of equilibrium, progress was by way of a search through the text for landmarks.
There are sections on hearing, orientation, and cybernetics. Much of the material is of the familiar kind found in college text-books, though it is not impossible that new matter lies concealed in the verbiage. Interesting experimental observations are mentioned here and there, but the text is obscure and nowhere is there reference to the original publications; only at the end of the book is there a selected bibliography. There is a name index but no subject index. The layout of the book does not help the reader to find his way, and the compositor has produced some curious mathematical notation.
Professor Greiner concludes his preface by wishing to Dr. Dittrich's monograph the success which it deserves. This may seem harsh, but is not unjust. E. W. Emery "Spectrophotometric Analysis of Drugs, including Atlas of Spectra I. SUNSHINE and S.R. GERBER. Charles C. Thomas, Springfield, Illinois, U.S.A. $10.50. This book is essentially an atlas of the ultraviolet and infrared spectra of 150 commonly used drugs, written and composed by the Toxicologist and the Coroner of Cuyahoga County, Cleveland, U.S.A.
Brief details of the procedures for preparing extracts of the sample-blood, urine, tissue or drug-for ultraviolet and infrared absorption analysis are given and are followed by 137 U.V. absorption curves of sample extracts, both in O·lN H 2S0 4 and in O·lN NaOH. The concentration of the drug giving the curves and, for many drugs, the curves of 2 concentrations are quoted. Then follows the curves of 260 infrared absorption spectra, given by the samples in KBr pellets, or in chloroform or both.
In addition, the maximum, rmrumum and other ultraviolet absorption peaks are stated.
This reviewer has plotted the U.V. spectra of several drugs and has obtained good agreement with those given in the book.
A most useful book for those concerned with the analysis of specimens from cases of acute poisoning, particularly when the nature of the poison is unknown.
G The use of chelating agents is now an accepted method of treatment for certain forms of hypercalcaemia, haemochromatosis and Wilson's disease, and in poisoning with metals such as Hg, As, Pb and Fe. Some understanding of the principles of chelation is essential when considering the possible uses of these drugs and the side effects which might be expected.
Chelation Therapy does not, as its title implies, review these applications, but concentrates on some specialised uses of chelating agents, principally the polyaminopolycarboxylic acids. The six authors discuss various aspects of chelation, but the main emphasis is on the experimental and pharmacological effects of E.D.T.A. and its derivatives on Ca, Sr and the rare earth metals. As a result, the reader tends to become bemused over minor details (e.g, fingernail cystine content is reduced in human vanadium poisoning) without obtaining a clear impression of the whole subject. The use of chelating agents in Wilson's disease is not mentioned, although experimental applications, such as their use in cardiovascular disease, are described in some detail. Dimercaprol is considered briefly, but penicillamine is not mentioned. The best section is probably that by M. Rubin, who contributes a useful review on chelation and iron metabolism, including the treatment of acute and chronic iron poisoning.
There is much in this book to interest those working in this subject, but it would have been improved by a certain amount of rearrangement: a chelate compound is not defined until p. 69, and although stability constants are often
